BIRTH  OF   THE   SYNDICATE

"We must get those Doyle stories," said Frohman to
Gillette.

"All right," said the author.

Frohman personally went to see Conan Doyle and
made a bid for the rights.

"Certainly, Mr. Frohman," replied Doyle, "but I
shall make one stipulation. There must be no love
business in * Sherlock Holmes."'

"All right/' said Frohman; "your wishes shall be
respected."

Frohman now engaged Gillette to make the adapta-
tion, but he said absolutely nothing about the condition
that Doyle had made. Gillette, as most American
theater-goers know, wove a love interest into the strenu-
ous life of the famous detective.

A year later, Gillette and Frohman again were in
England, Gillette to read the manuscript of the play to
Doyle. The famous author liked the play immensely
and made no objection whatever to the sentimental
interest. In fact, his only comment when Gillette
finished reading the manuscript was:

"It's good to see the old chap again."

He referred, of course, to Sherlock Holmes, who, up
to this time, had already met his death on four or five
occasions.

"Sherlock Holmes" proved to be another "Secret
Service" in every way. Gillette made an enormous suc-
cess in the title r61e, and after a long run at the Garrick
went on the road. Frohman revived it again and again
until it had almost as many "farewells" as Adelina
Patti. The last business detail that Charles discussed
with Gillette before sailing on the fatal trip in 1915
was for a revival of this play at the Empire.
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